
Heath Stanley, the 509th PIA Treasurer Extraordinaire, was honored 
at the Atlanta Awards, as our Man of the Year 2017. Heath has been 
the person responsible for keeping our accounts coherent, and pull-
ing more than his weight in the association, and was richly deserving 
of the award.  For Pictures from the Atlanta Awards see pg. 2. For pic-
tures from the Distinguished Member of the Regiment see page 3. 
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THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE HAS CALLED ON ALL MEMBERS, 
FRIENDS, FAMILY AND ASSOCIATES OF THE 509 PIA AND THEIR 
GUESTS TO ASSEMBLE IN SAN ANTONIO, TX, ON SEPT 6-10, 2017 FOR 
THE 509 PIA REUNION, THE REUNION WILL BE HELD AT THE EL 
TROPICANA RIVERWALK HOTEL IN SAN ANTONIO, TX.. PLEASE SEE 
PAGES 6-8 OF THIS NEWSLETTER FOR THE APPLICATION, ITEN-
ERARY, AND CP ROOM AND HOTEL INFORMATION. SEE YOU THERE! 
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CSM (Ret) Kevin Sharkey Receives the DMoR award at 
the DMoR & HMoR ceremony at Ft. Polk. 

509 PIA’s Tryggvi Larum Receives the DMoR award at 
the DMoR & HMoR ceremony at Ft. Polk. 

509 PIA’s Barry Simpson Receives the DMoR award at 
the DMoR & HMoR ceremony at Ft. Polk. 

MAJ Matt Andersen Receives the HMoR award at the 
DMoR & HMoR ceremony at Ft. Polk. 

Also receiving DMoR awards, but not pictured here: 
COL Randall Harris (Ret) 
CSM Charles Gooch (Ret) 

SGT Andrew Brown 
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509 PIA Vice President, Drew Pumarejo is presented 
award by LTC Rowland at the DMoR & HMoR ceremo-
ny at Ft. Polk. 

CSM (Ret) Kevin Sharkey Receives the DMoR award at 
the DMoR & HMoR ceremony at Ft. Polk. 

509 PIA’s Barry Simpson Receives the DMoR award at 
the DMoR & HMoR ceremony at Ft. Polk. 

COL Melvin Jenks (Ret) accepts the DMoR award at the 
DMoR & HMoR ceremony at Ft. Polk.  

Also receiving DMoR awards, but not pictured here: 
SGT Brett Swank 

Mr. Nicholas DeGaeta 
MG Mark Schwartz 
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Jeanamay 
“Marmie” 
DeVanie,7/28/1926 - 
12/28/2016 Beloved 
wife of John 
“Pappy” Devanie 
for 71 years,& 
mother of June 
Housman, Johnna 
Brock, and all of 
the 509 PIA. We 
love and miss you, 
“Marmie” 
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Rip - from the many, who 

Francis Joseph “Joe” Davies - Passed 
away on Wednesday, June 14, 2017 at the 
Martinsburg, Virginia, VA Medical Center. 

Alexander George Peters, 93, 
passed away peacefully on 
Dec. 12, 2016, in Manchester, 
NH. In 1943, he joined the 
WWII effort as a paratrooper 
in the 509 Parachute Infantry 
Battalion. He fought in North 
Africa, Italy (Anzio), France 
(the Champagne Campaign), 
and Belgium (Battle of the 
Bulge). He ended his service 
by helping the Red Cross as-
sist and feed Holocaust vic-
tims in concentration camps. 
He earned the Purple Heart, 
Oak Leaf Cluster, Good Con-
duct Medal, & Victory Medal. 

GROTON - John A. Pietras, age 
94, passed away at his Groton 
home on March 27, 2017.   He 
was born on his family farm in 
Groton on May 5, 1922 to An-
drew and Catherine (Haberski) 
Pietras. He graduated from 
Groton High School in 1940.In 
1942, he chose to serve his 
country in WWII as a para-
trooper in the 509 Parachute 
Infantry Battalion. He fought in 
North Africa, Italy , France and 
Belgium.   He earned many dec-
orations and commendations 
including the Bronze Star Med-
al, Purple Heart, Good Conduct 
Medal, Distinguished Unit Em-
blem, American Campaign 
Medal and WWII Victory Med-
al. 

John Clarence DeVanie, known to his family & 
friends as Pappy, was born June 12, 1924 - 
Died, February 27, 2017.He joined the US Army 
July 19, 1943. He served with the 509 Para-
chute Infantry Battalion as a Pathfinder in Op-
eration Dragoon establishing a second front 
against the Nazi's in Southern France. He 
jumped into the darkness on an early August 
morning and fought the Nazis with valor and 
distinction. He has been active all of his adult 
life in the 509 Parachute Infantry Association 
where he served in many capacities including 
President. We love and miss you “Pappy” 
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Owe so much to these few! 

Floyd Calvin Wells passed away on Tues-
day, March 14, 2017 in Corsicana, Texas. 
He was born on July 15, 1920 in Mul-
drow, Oklahoma to Calvin Wells and Mi-
na Riddle Wells. Mr. Wells was a veteran 
of the United States Army, and… an elec-
trician supervisor for Hughes Aircraft 
and later an assembler at Walmart.  

Alexander George Peters, 93, 
passed away peacefully on 
Dec. 12, 2016, in Manchester, 
NH. In 1943, he joined the 
WWII effort as a paratrooper 
in the 509 Parachute Infantry 
Battalion. He fought in North 
Africa, Italy (Anzio), France 
(the Champagne Campaign), 
and Belgium (Battle of the 
Bulge). He ended his service 
by helping the Red Cross as-
sist and feed Holocaust vic-
tims in concentration camps. 
He earned the Purple Heart, 
Oak Leaf Cluster, Good Con-
duct Medal, & Victory Medal. 

Hal Wallace Persun, 61, of Royse City, Texas, 
passed away Thursday, July 6, 2017. He was 
born Dec. 28, 1955, in Edmond, Okla., to 
Ralph Persun and Patsy (Penn) Persun. Hal 
proudly made his career in the U.S. Army, 
where he retired at the rank of major. He al-
so served as President of the first 509th Para-
troop Infantry Association from 2013-2014. 
Hal was of the Christian faith. He was very 
much a family man and a loving husband, 
father, grandfather, brother and uncle. In his 
spare time he loved fishing and shooting at 
gun ranges. Hal was also a devoted O.U. 
Sooners fan.  
Hal is survived by his loving wife of 19-plus 
years, Jane Persun of Royse City; children 
Ashley Pitt and husband Ryan of Moore, 
Okla., Hayley Hartman and husband Josh of 
Yukon, Okla., Jake Persun of Lone Tree, Co-
lo., and Sarah Persun of Royse City; sister 
Julie Walker of Allen, Texas; and grandchil-
dren Adler Pitt and Hayes Hartman.  
He was preceded in death by his mother, Pat-
sy Persun, and Grandmother Maxine Penn.  

Command Sgt. Major Frank I. Ponce 
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